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considered and treated as the eldest daughter of
the house.

Godwin's worldly circumstances were at all
times most precarious, nor had he the capability
or force of will to establish them permanently on
a better footing. His earnings from his literary
works were always forestalled long before they
were due, and he was in the constant habit of
applying to his friends for loans or advances of
money which often could only be repaid by similar
aid from some other quarter.

In the hope of mending their fortunes a little,
Mrs. Godwin, in 1805, induced her husband to
make a venture as a publisher. Me set up a
small place of business in Man way Street, in the
name of his foreman, Baldwin, deeming that his
own name might operate prejudicially with the
public on account of his advanced political and
social opinions, and also that his own standing in
the literary world might suffer did it become
known that he was connected with trade.

Mrs. Godwin was the chief practical manager
in this business, which finally involved her hus-
band in ruin, but for a time promised well enough*
The chief feature in the enterprise was a " Maga-
zine of Books for the use and amusement of
children/' published by Godwin under the name of
Baldwin; books of history, mythology, and fable,
all admirably written for their special purpose*